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KKT/Suo Moto Case No.— 339/13/37/2023

Name of Respondent

1. The Municipal Commissioner
V_asau Virar Municipal Corporation
Virar, Thane

Date
- 11" January 2023

Coram
- Justice K.K. Tated, Chairperson

PROCEEDING

Not on board. Taken on board.

4 We noticed news appeared in English New Paper Mid Day
dated 07.01.2023 with heading “The truth about ‘open defecation
free’ Boast; Toilets with no doors, no water, no electricity” and in
Hindi News Paper Nav Bharat Times dated 09.01.2023 on Page 3
with heading T TS &1 WS WA ATHIM! SR ST AT o =

maﬁmﬁémmmaﬁt

72 It is stated in the said news article that the present condition of
WC at Jalaram Bapu Nagar is in dilapidated condition. There are
toilets without any doors and therefore, women have to face several
problems. Not only that some unauthorized person is taking money
from women those who want to use those toilets. It is also stated in
the said news that inspite of several complaints, nothing is
happened.

3. It is stated in the English news article that hundreds of women
in Vasai East chawl forced to relieve themselves in the open, say no
action from civic officials despite repeated complaints for six months.

The Government built nine toilets without any plumbing system for a




500 people live. We not only have to takq
ave to deal with the drug addicts
Kisan Chakhalya, resident

chawl where around 4,
water with us to the toilet, but also h
there. This is a statement of Ms. Vasanta
of the said chawl.

4. Considering the said article appeared in Nav Bh
dated 09.01.2023 and as the issue involved is in the interest of the
public at large, Commission decided to take up this matter as suo
moto under Section 12 of of the Protection of Human Rights Act,
1993.

arat Times

S. Hence, following order is passed:

a) Office is directed to issue summons to the Municipal
Commissioner, Vasai Virar Municipal Corporation, Virar calling
upon them to file affidavit in reply on or before 20.01.2023 on
following issues :

i When the said toilet was constructed at Jalaram Bapu
Nagar?

ii.  How much amount is paid by the Corporation till today
for maintenance?

ii.  Since when doors of all these toilets are missing?

iv.  Whether any Municipal Corporation Officer placed on
record the present condition of these toilets in writing.
If it is placed produced the copy of those reports?

v.  Within how much time Corporation is going to repair /
renovate all these toilets?

b) Matter to appear on board before Court No.1 on 20"
January 2023 at 11.00 a.m.

(Justice K. K. Tated)
Chairperson
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DIVISION BENCH
Suo Motu Case No — 339/13/37/2023

Name of Respondent

:Municipal Commissioner =

Vasai Virar Municipal Corporation,
Virar, Thane

Date . 24" February 2023
Coram . Justice K.K. Tated, Chairperson
M.A.Sayeed, Member

ORDER

(Per: Shri M. A. Sayeed, FHon’ble Member)

‘Navbharat Times’ of 09.01.2023 came out with a news about
want of facilities units to the residents of Jalaram Bapu Nagar and
apathy on the part of the Municipal Corporation in rectifying it..

During course of enquiry following directions came to be passed by
us on 20.01.2023:

«2 After hearing Adv. Kashyap and the concerned officers for

some time we proceed to pass following directions: b

a) Detail comprehensive affidavit coverirg and explam:pg the
issues pointed out in our order dated 11.01.2023 be filed by
the Municipal Commissioner on or before the next adjourned
date.

b) Adv. Kashyap is further directed to submit the colour
photographs of the toilets in question (from outside and
inside) so as to facilitate us to appreciate the status and
condition ot the toilets and as to whether they are provided
with all necc ssary appliance like plumbing, flush system etc.

c) Further clarification on the steps taken for providing sweepers
for the said toilets, and any steps taken for posting security

guards as it is reported that in the past, doors as well as the
/ plumbing aj: pliances were stolen, are being taken or not.



d) Municipal Commissioner to explore and examine whether the
maintenance and supervision of the public toilets cap be
handed over to charitable trust/outsource company or agency

itions.
on appropriate terms and cond .
e) A comprehensive affidavit on the above noted jgg . b6

submitted on or before next adjourned date.
f) Stand over to 24.02.2023.

2. Pursuant to the above noted direction, affidayit g, ‘A’ with
photographs and relevant documents came to be pjaceq on record

by the respondent Corporation. Facts affirmed in para 2 clause (a)

to (j) and 3 (a) to (e) are relevant for our purpose ang reproduced in

verbitam as under:
“2. 1 say that with respect to the same, this Respondent wants to

state as under:

a. The Public Toilet at Sant Jalaram Nagar, vasai (E) has been
constructed approximately 18 years back by the then Navghar
Manikpur Municipal Council however the same is not in
dilapidated condition as stated in the said news paper article.
The said public toilet is situated in Prabhag Samiti "D" under
(Ward No. 92) EMANAR [herein after referred to as 'said
public toilet"].

. | say that the population of the slum area of said Sant Jalaram
Nagar is approximately 2000 and not 4500 as alleged in the
news paper article.

. | say that time and again this Respondent has attended the
complaints received from the locals, thereby replacing the
doors, lights, carrying out wiring, etc. the details of which are
reiterated herein after.

d. | say that this Respondent has spent an amount of

approximately Rs. 14 Lakhs from time to time till date on the
said public toilet constructed by the then Navghar Manikpur
Municipal Council.

. | say that since the area is a slum area, some anti social
persons for their vested interest are involved in the theft of
lights, doors or are also indulged into damaging the public
property which would be evident from the events which are
narrated herein after. | say that whenever a complaint is
lodged with this Respondent about the theft of doors, lights,
etc., this Respondent has replaced the same and has attended
the complaint of the locals. | say that on 5/6/2022 this
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g. | say that around the aforesaid area there

pspondent recelved a co
mplaint ab
2(0)1(()53;0;; t"\"I‘\so 2::20 tollet, which (?::)rthwoadamago B
nd complaint about s replaced on
0 it the damage to the

or was recelv
19/10/2022. Onc:d :;a|8’1012022 which was again replaced
rocelved a complaint alr)‘ou‘:nth 26:112’2022 e -
now replaced e damaged do
and map,ked asb.‘.'E';‘:‘r: door on 15/01/2023. :(;re?: i::n::e;:
photographs showing tth- ﬁ is the copy of the chart and also
to time. e doors which are replaced from time

| say that this

17/101/2023 againifst?\ondent has also filed a complaint on

annexed and marked ¥ ?-heﬂ of doors, light and etc. Hereto

ed as "Exhibit - B" is the copy of FIR.

toil are 3 more public
lw:t:\ (over and above the said public toilet). Further more

ore toilets are under construction. Hereto annexed and
marked as "Exhibit - C" i ’ y
numb . is the copy of the chart showing

h er of public toilets in and around that area.

N further_ say that there is water connection provided in all
these toilets separately and the toilets are also cleaned twice
a d?Y- Hereto annexed and marked as vExhibit - D" are the
copies of the photographs evidencing water supply and
cleanliness.

i. | say that it would be pertinent to mention here that after
recent repairs also the people of the vicinity had immediately
broken the flush tank which is evident. from the photograph_s
annexed hereto as »Exhibit - E". | say that same was again
repaired by this Respondent on 20/2/2023. Hereto annex_ed
and marked as “Exhibit -F" evidencing the repair work carried
out by this Respondent. {

j. | say that this Respondent had also repaired the electric

pboards and wiring system, which is evident from the

photograph annexed hereto at »Exhibit-G".

3. | say that this Respondent has completed the following work
of the Sant Jalaram Nagar public toilet:

a. 9 new metal doors have been affixed. !

b. there is a stand post water connection near this ‘public toilet
over and above individual water connection inside the toilets.
Further more 1000 litre water tank has been affixed near this
toilet.

c. All the electric connection along with bulbs have peen affixed
newly which were stolen by the anti social persons.

d. All the toilets are cleaned twice a day and cleanliness of the
same is taken caré of by this Respondent.
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zhrA" the repair and replacement”work is 9

Pose of record and information-
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- We are satisfied from the aforesaid afflrmed S as
een duly rectified. We are of

evid .
ently the issue in question has b
Warranted, hence

th (et .
e firm opinion that further interVention is not
present suo motu case stands closed and disposed[ of
LY
(M.A,Rséaéé:% (Justice K. K. Tated)
Member Chairperson
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