Maharashtra State Human Rights Commission
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SUO MOTU CASE NO: 1472/13/37/2023

News item appeared in Hindi News Paper “SUNDAY NAVBHARAT TIMES”
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KKT/Suo Moto Case No.— 1472/13/37/2023

Name of Respondent

-1 The Municipal Commissioner

Vasai Virar Municipal Corporation
Virar

2 The Commissioner of Police
Mira Bhayendar Vasai Virar
Commissionerate
Mira Road, Thane

3 The Collector

Palghar
Date ;27" March 2023
Coram - Justice K.K. Tated, Chairperson
‘PROCEEDING
Not on board. Taken on board.
1. We noticed news appeared in Hindi Newspaper Nav

Bharat Times dated 26.03.2023 on Page 5 with title “aas = geFi
R e w2 o, FE TR ¥ o1 § geF W SN, R B e R,
AigenTel ot feheq o erar 8 =0

2. It is stated in the said news that at Vasai Road which
connects to the Mumbai — Ahmedabad Highway from Naigaon,
Vasai, Nallasopara and Virar have no street lights. Those lights
are not working for several months. Inspite of complaints,
Corporation failed to take appropriate action.

3. Considering these facts the following order is passed:

a) Office is directed to issue summon to the Municipal

a)mmissioner, Vasai Virar Municipal Corporation,



Commissioner of Police, Mira Bhayendar Vasai Vi,
Commissionerate and Collector, Palghar calling Upon
them to file their affidavit in reply on the basis of the news
appeared in Hindi News Paper Navbharat Times dateq
26.03.2023 on or before 25.04.2023.

b) Matter to appear on board before Division Bench of
Justice K.K. Tated, Chairperson and Shri. M. A
Sayeed, Member in Court No.1 on 25" April 2023
11.00 a.m. ‘

(Justice K. K. Tated)
‘Chairperson
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DIVISION BENCH
Suo Motu Case No.— 1472/13/37/2023

Name of Respondent . Municipal Commissioner
; Vasai Virar Municipal Corporation
Vasai

y

* Commissioner of Police
Mira Bhayandar Vasai Virar
Police Commissionerate,
Mira Road

Collector,

Palghar:

Date '- : 25" April 2023

Coram : Justice K.K. Tated, Chairperson

M.A.Sayeed, Member

ORDER

(Per: M. A. Sayeed, Hon’ble Member )

Sunday ‘Navbharat Times' of 26.03.2023 reported
about the street on Mumbai Ahmedabad Highway from

Naigaon, Vasai, Nallasopara and Virar were without any

street lights for months together and inspite of moving

complaints to the civic authority it fell on deaf ears.

2. Considering the gravity of the news article suo motu
cognizance came to be taken by the Commission u/s. 12 of
the Act of 1993 and notices were issued to the civic

o
authorities. .



t
affidavit dated 21.04_2023

ort on = .
according!y: -:F; oy Shr Tanaji Maruti Narale Dy,
submitt®

<
came to be
iagjoner
Commlss'lo e ming in para
corporation. @ hat on 23/03/2023 Navbharat Timeg
4. 1 s3Y Ciior Mr. Surendra Negi approachg '
neWSpape_rS_E Department anq make lndulgence -0
the Electricity working condition of street light In
respect Of non eer Mr_ AShiSh Jadhav wOrk" hat
unior Enginee" : Ing at
ecifically explained to Mr, o

d office (F) sP . T Negi thy
War lights are well malntal'ned.and is in woryi’

stresittioﬂ but due to interruption in electricity SUpn|
can tra State Electricity Supp] Ply

by the Maharas Ply Compan
st):'eet lights are off. | further say that on e VEY
same time the officials of the Electricity Department of
Corporation was took photographs of the live Street
lights and forwarded to the Editor Mr, Negi on hjs
whats app number. | further say that the s3jq photos
specifically shows that the street lights was o and in
very well working cond|t|on._ Find enclosed herewith
the copy of Photographs which was sent to Editor M.
Negi showing the street lights was on and in very well

working condition as Exhibit A.

5. | say that Editor Mr. Negi had intentionally
published the fake news in respect of street lights to
defame the image of Municipal Corporation. | further
say that Mr. Negi has published this news with mala

fide intention to show his nuisance value to the
Corporation.

4 & 5 as under:

4. It can be seen that even the Chief Editor Shri Negi
was informed of the action taken by the civic authorities.
Extract of the whatsapp messages shared with hir,n are-
annexed with the report. Moreover it appears that S ’;';Z'
before publishing the article failed to conduct a fac Eonal
enquiry abo;ut the issue as the street lights were J:enre non
and infact it was only for two days that



functional 5
nd th
. © concerned gjvic authoritiac :
rectified the error. Priles immediately

Clarification

1 made in

reproduced in verbitam as e para 6 & 7 are
(‘SI .

| sa

Corporatan tir;at the Vasai Virar City Municipal

entire area of providing street light facility to the

Naigaon Sation tlgiafj: OUJora_t ion, Bapane Phata to
S , Va ;

Sativli Phata to Navghar Rsaa"lehata to Waliv Naka,

ay Over bridge
further say that Corporation has given workgordEet:: .fo:

the installation of street Ij i i

East Railway over bridgel.lght from erar Phata to Virar
7. 1 say that the Corporation has made available
Comp_lalnt redressal System and on the official
website of the Corporation the contact numbers of
Electricity Engineers, Divisional Head, Wireman etc,
are provided. | further say that Corporation has
facility of online portal, Government C. R. M., Apale
Sarkar Portal P. G. Portal Etc for Complaint Redressal
of the public in large. | further say that the
Corporation take very well efforts to resolve the
complaints received on above said online portals. |

further say that the news published by the Navbharat
Times.is absolutely false and baseless.”

b, Colledtor, Palghar has also placed its rebort Ex. ‘B’ on \‘
record which is more or less in consonance with the report |
filed by the Corporation. Thus, with the issue having been
resolved, we don’t think any further intervention is
warranted. “Hence, present Suo Motu accordingly stands

closed and disposed off with no order as to cost.

Orderéd accordingly.

(n‘ﬁf)i.'é'a%;‘e‘é’&'?\ (Justiée ;K; K. Tated)

Member Chairperson
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