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SURAJ PANDEY
suia|.¢?aiciey@mid-day.com

RESIDENT doctors at Grant Medic:
College and SirJJ Group of Hos;?t'acl:l
one of the most prestigious medicx;l.
colleges in the city, live in fear as the
hqstels are on the verge of collapse.
mid-day accessed the premises and
found out how the 500 postgraduate
medicos live in the hostel despite

_ iy

The entrance of the hostel where nets have been strung to catch falling plaster:
(below) plaster from the wall has fallen off, exposing the iron rods which are

completely rusted

reports of broken beams and stair-
cases and leaking ceilings. The latest
structural audit report also stated
that there was a need for structural
repair work.

Tiles on the floor and on the side
wall have crumbled down. Chunks
of plaster from ceiling had fallen off
in many places, including rooms and
lobbies. The doctors even erected
plastic sheds inside

| the rooms to es- :
| cape the leakage. ; ‘
A senior resi-
dent doctor on
the condition of No. of resident -
anonymity said, SESERRRIRTLEAT
“We Rave I the hostel -~
other option but
to y here. You
| can that a part of
| the ceiling had collapsed. For-
| tunately, we were on duty at that
time, so nobody was harmed.”
“We live in misery. There is no
| floor, plasters are falling down.
' There are big cracks on pn}lars and
| ironrods, all rusted, are v1§lble from
| the damaged wall. There is leakage
issue too, which leads to fungag

| growth. Even the stairs are broken,
said another resident doctor.

| A representative from Maharash-

| waState Association of Resident Doc-
tors (MARD)said, “We have informed
the administration about the bad
condition of the building many um;s.
But no decisions are being taken (311
the government. They have applie
nets all around the building because

| the outside structure is falling. }Shtge

' government ;Na.iting for any mishap

e place?” y
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MAHARASHTRA STATE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

) " " ) 001
Y Hajarnmal Somani Marg. )pp. Chhatrapati ShivajiMaharaj Terminus , Mumbai - 400 001

Tel . 22002857 Email - court!-mshre@rmah gov.in

KKT/Suo Moto Case No.- 3785/13/16/2022

Name of Respondent

. The Addl. Chief Secretary
Public Health Department
Mantralaya, Mumbai

The Addl. Chief Secretary
Public Works Department
Mantralaya, Mumbai

The Dean
Sir J J Hospital
Byculla, Mumbai

Date : 3" October 2022

Coram © Justice K.K. Tated, Chairperson

PROCEEDING

Not on board. Taken on board.

2. Today we noticed news appeared in Hindi News Paper

Nav Bharat Times dated 03.10.2022 on page 5 under caption
"AfeeIet T T i aree!”

3. Itis stated in the said news that J J Hospital failed and
neéglected to maintain the Hostel which is provided to the
Doctors. It is also stated in the said news that though the
capacity of the Hostel is only for 300 Doctors but as on today
more than 500 Doctors are residing. It is stated in the said
news that in maximum rooms plaster is not in good condition,
there is leakage in room, flooring is not properly maintained,

there are cracks in the building etc. Though they intimated to
[
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the Public Works Department time and again they failed and

neglected to take appropriate steps

4. Considering these facts the following order is passed
a) Office is directed to issue summons to the Addl. Chief

Secretary (Public Health Department), Addl. Chief
Secretary (Public Works Department), Dean, Sir J J
Hospital, Byculla, Mumbai calling upon them to file their
affidavit explaining the news appeared in Nav Bharat
Times dated 03.10.2022.

b) Dean, J J Hospital, Byculla, Mumbai is directed to place
on record since when the condition of Doctors Hostel is in
dilapidated condition, with whom they have made
complaint and what action has been taken by the
Authority.

c) Principal Secretary, Public Works Department,
Mantralaya, Mumbai whether they have received any
complaint from J J Hospital regarding repairs of Doctor’s
Hostel building when and what steps they have taken?

d) Considering the facts stated in the news it is necessary to
direct Superintendent of Police, Shri. Sachin Pandkar and

Registrar Smt. Swaroopa Dholam or her nominee to visit

the J J Hospital immediately on 04.10.2022 and verify the

facts stated in the news item appeared in Nav Bharat

Times dated 03.10.2022 and submit the spot inspection

report along with photographs before this Commission

immediately. Dean of J. J. Hospital is directed to co-

operate with the Officers of this Commission for doing

(s
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Inspection of Doctor's Hostel building. Not only that both

of them are entitled to verify other facilities in J J Hospital
also.

€) Matter to appear on hoard before Division Bench of
Justice K.K. Tated, Chairperson and Shri. M.A. Sayeed,
Member in Court No.1 on 19" October 2022 at 11.00 a.m.

(Just;ce K. K. Tated)

Chairperson
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(f-’ : ‘3) MAHARASHTRA STATE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
\\?_"‘:1 9. Hajarimal Somani Marg, Opp. Chhatrapati Shivap Mahara Terminus | Mumbai - 400 001
Tel - 22092857 Fmail - courts mshre@mah govin

Division Bench
__'_——_.

Suo Motu Case No. — 3785/13/16/2022
=——————aS€ No. — 3785/13/16/2022

Name of the Respondent * Additional Chief Secretary
Public Health Department,
Mantralaya, Mumbai

Additional Chief Secretary
Public Works Department
Mantralaya, Mumbai

Additional Chief Secretary,
Finance Department,
Mantralaya, Mumbai

Dean
Sir J. J. Hospital,
Byculla, Mumbai

Date : 20" January, 2023
Coram . Justice K. K. Tated, Chairperson
Shri M. A. Sayeed, Member

(Per Hon’ble Member Shri M. A. Sayeed)

An alarming and shocking media reporting about the pathetic
living conditions of the resident doctors of Sir J. J. Groups of Hospital
and Grant Medical College, Mumbai appeared in Navbharat Times.
03 October, 2022, Mid Day 03" October, 2022, constraining the
Commission to take a suo motu action by invoking powers u/s.

12(i)(a) of the Act of 1993.

/ b,
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ead of the
2. Pursuant to the notices issued to the stakeholder h

departments viz Additional Chief Secretary, Public Heaith
Department, Additional Chief Secretary, Public Work Department
Mantralaya, Mumbai and the Dean, Sir J. J. Groups of Hospital and
Grant Medical College, Mumbai, affidavits in reply came to be placed
On record. In fact, the Commission was pleased to depute a team of
ts officers viz. Superintendent of Police, Investigation Wing and
Registrar, Legal Wing attached with this Commission to visit the
hostel and submit a fact finding report. Accordingly a detail report
dated 04.10.2022 came to be submitted for our consideration. On

going through this report we noticed that it is more or less in
consonance with the news reportings.

: § As mentioned above, after consideration of the affidavits in

reply, submitted by the respondent departments at Ex. ‘A’ to ‘E’. we
were pleased to pass detail directions from time to time on
19.10.2022 and 22.11.2022. The direction passed on 22.11.2022 is
relevant for our purpose and reproduced in verbitam as under:

“ Following parties are present:

Mr. P.H. Kadam, Under Secretary,

Finance Department, Mantralaya,
Mumbai

Smt. J R Chougule, Desk Officer, Finance Department, Mantralaya,
Mumbai

Mr. Sudhir Shetty,

Desk Officer, Medical Education Department,
Mantralaya, Mumbai

Mr. Nitinkumar Mahadik, Asst. Desk Officer, Medical Education
Department, Mantralaya, Mumbai

O,
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Dr. Sunil Moh .
anr, " o,
Mumbaj Dr. Gaj ao Javale, Professor, Sir J. J. Group of Hospitals

anan Ch ; ird. J G f
Hospitals, Mumbai avan, Dy Superintendent, Sir J. J. Group o

Mr. Pramod Bangosavi, Superintending Engineer is present.

. J:rCOlelplia.nce of our direction dated 19.10.2022 (Para.9) of the
. alfidavits by the officers of the stakeholders department have
€N submitted on behalf of their Head of the Department marked Ex.
to F. In our earlier orders we have already pointed out the
background of the suo moto petition arising out of a news reporting
m Hindi Newsv aper Nav Bharat Times of 03.10.2022 with heading
2o w TEFRA & RS Same pathetic state of hostel was
reported in mid day of 03.10.2022 with "We live in misery".
3. We have gone through the affidavits Ex. C to F referred above. A
very shocking aspect which only indicates a casual and lethargic
attitude on the part of the Addl. Chief Secretary (Finance) has come
to our notice, more particularly, the affirmed statement made in para.
5 of the affidavit, sworn on his behalf by Desk Officer Smt. Jhanvi R.
Chougule. Para. 5 reads thus:
"It is brought to the kind notice of the Hon'ble Commission that
Medical Education and Drug Department had submitted a common
proposal of supplementary demand for meeting pending bills of
construction and the amount necessary to carry out further minor
repairs works. No separate proposal of major construction work of
Sri Jamsheti Jibhoy Group of Hospitals, Mumbai was received from
Medical Education and Drug Department as per structural audit done
by VJTL. It is also brought to the notice of Hon'ble Commission that
the Medical Education and Drug Department did not specified what
percentage of the fund allocated to specific works of Trainee Doctors
Hostel in Sri Jamshetji Jijibhoy Group of Hospitals, Mumbai out of
sanctioned budget. The proposal of the Medical Education and Drug
Department was not cleared in indication to what extent amount is
necessary for payment of pending bills and to that for carrying out
further major works of the Medical Education and Drug Department."
4. Thus it can be seen that the finance department did not pass any
financial approval of the proposal submitted by the Medical
Education and Drug Department because of common proposal of
supplementary demand for meeting pending bills of construction and
amt. necessary to carry out repairs work was submitted by it. On
probe with officers present before us we were informed that non
approval of the proposal was not communicated to the Medical
Education and Drugs Department. The officer present was unable to
explain to us as to why a proper response was not given. Be that as
it may, after having heard the parties, it has been pointed out by
section Officer Shri. Sudhir Shetty, Medical Education and Drugs

" ol

©,
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Department that on 16.11.2022 administrative approval of total

amount Rs. 28,20,75,479/- under various heads as stated in affidavit
Ex. F.

3- In consonance with the above Administrative approval submitted

to the office of the Public Works Department further follow up action
SC€MS to have been taken by the Superintending Engineer (Public
Works Department) Shri. Pramod Bangosavi as reflected from his
Para. 5 of the affidavit which reads thus:

"5) | say that Structural Audit report from V.J.T.I. during March 2018
the Proposal for Structural Repair work of 300 Doctor Residence
Building at Sir J. g, Hospital, Byculla, Mumbai has been submitted to
Dean, Sir J.J. Group of Hospital vide Letter from Executive Engineer,
Integrated  Unit Division, Mumbai No. EE/GMC/3373/2018 dt.
28.09.2018 as per State Schedule Rate 2017-18, Rs. 7,94,45,935/- The
Maintenance proposal had not sanctioned and structural repairs
much needed of building so SSR upgradation rates was resubmitted
to Dean, Sir JJ. Group of Hospital vide Letter No. EE/U/4452 dated
08.11.2021, as per SSR 2020-21 Rs.10.37.03.904/- for administrative
approval and availability of funds. Due to non-approval of this
Proposal again same Proposal resubmitted as perupgradation of SSR
2021-22 the Proposal for Structural repair work of said building to
Dean, Sir JJ. Group Hospitals, Mumbai with reference letterno.
EEIUIAdmIHosp. 13163 Dt. 21.06.2022, Rs.12,66,33,455/- ThenDean,

Sir JJ. G roup Hospitals, Mumbai forwarded letter No.
GMC/Accounts/Purchase

DepthonstructionIA.AlEstimateslz335012022 dt. 26/08/2022 to the
Hon'ble Commissioner (M.E.) Directorate, Medical Education and
Research, Mumbai for administrative approval (Account Head 4210-
0041) Estimates amounting to Rs.24.48 crores have been submitted
in which the total amount of Rs.12.66 crores for structural repair
works of 300 Residential Doctors quarters buildings is submitted for
further approval. The said works will be undertaken after the
administrative approval and funds are made available for the said
works. Proposal reference letter attached herewith. (Annexure-B)"

6. A submission at bar has been made by Mr. Bangosavi that his
office would take atleast two months time to complete the procedural
and technica: niceties of financial release (Financial release and
tender processing) etc and would start the renovation work from Jan
2023, He has been directed to submit a compliance report on or
before next date.

7. Hence, following order is passed: 2 s .

a) Four weeks time granted for comprehensive afflda_vnt by Medlcgl
Education and Drugs Department in coordination with the Public
Works Depar:ment and Finance anq with the office of Dean, J. J.
Hospital and share advance copies with them.

()
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b) Matter to appear on board before Court No.1 on 19th January 2023
at11.00a.m.”

4. Pursuant to our above noted directions, eventually Of

20.01.2023, Mr. Sudhir Jayashetty, Desk Officer, Medical Education
Department, Mantralaya submitted a affidavit affirming about the
administrative approval of finances to the tune of Rs.28.20 Crores for
ten various repairs and renovation estimates related to the
maintenance and repair of the various buildings in the premises of Sir
J J Group of Hospital. For the sake of clarity para 2 & 3 of the said

affidavit Ex. ‘H’ are reproduced in verbitam as under:

“2. | say and submit that Medical Education and Drugs Dept,
has granted Administrative Approval dated 16.11.2022 to the
tune of Rs.28.20 Crore to 10 various repair & renovation
estimates related to the maintenance and repair of various
buildings in the premises of Sir J J Group Hospital. The repairs
& renovation estimate of Rs.12.66 Crore for 300 doctor’s
residence building at J. J. Hospital Compound is also included
in the said works. In current financial year Medical Education
and Drugs Department has made available a fund of Rs.5.70
Crore for the aforesaid 10 works, of this Rs.2.60 Crore is for 300
doctor’'s residence building at J. J. Hospital Compound

Mumbai.
| further submit that, there will be no shortage of funds for

next fiscal year due to adequate budgetary provision will be
made by the department for the aforesaid repair & renovation
works. Considering progress report of the aforesaid work, the
budgetary provision of next fiscal year will be made available as
per the demand received from the Public Works Department &
concerned Institution by following prescribed procedure.

3. | say and submit that in view of the facts stated
above, this affidavit may please be accepted and appropriate
order may kindly be passed. "

5. Thus it can be seen that with Commission's intervention, the

government swung into action and initiated damage control steps,

e &
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| flected
Which in fact came to be highlighted in the print media as re

from the articles published in Mid Day October, 20" and 21°%, 2022

reporting that the Guardian Minister ordered immediate repairs of the
resident doctors scrambling rooms, canteen and college buildings
(News clippings annexed with the record)

6 Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948
Provides that everyone has a right to standard of living adequate for
health and well being of himself. This spirit of law is reiterated in
Article 39(e) of the Constitution which imposes an obligation on the

State to frame policies towards securing health and strength of
workers, men and women -----

Reliance with advantage is placed on a decision of Supreme Court in
re- C. E. S. C Ltd., V/s. Subhash Chandra Bose AIR 1992 SC 573
observing “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
International Conventions of Economic, Social, and Cultural
Rights recognize their needs which include right to food,
clothing, housing, education, right to work, decent working
conditions ----- Our Constitution in the preamble and Part IV re-
enforces them compendiously as socio-economic justice. A
backdrop to egalitarian social order. The right to social and
economic justice is thus fundamental right.”

3 Thus, with such legal principles, formulated by Supreme Court
and applying it to the facts at hand, we are of the opinion that with the
government having taken appropriate action, or rather timely action in
rectifying the issues, pointed out in the news reporting supra above
and a categorical undertaking in the form of affidavit filed by the

©
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concerned responsible office vide Ex. 'H’, we are of the opinion that
the present suo motu case does not call for any further intervention.
Hence, closed and disposed off.

Ordered accordingly.

('r}‘}i' égyte‘d (Justice K. K. Tated)
Member, SHRC Chairperson, SHRC
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